[New findings in monitoring health status of welders and grinders of stainless steel].
During the occupational preventive care check up we investigated a group of 20 stainless steel welders and grinders in the factory producing technology for chemical industry. Results have been compared with 21 healthy persons--blood donors. In the group exposed there have not been discovered any marked deviations in either their health status, or in the CBC and biochemical screening results, though there had been found substantially increased chromium and nickel concentrations, mainly in grinders. Also the levels of polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons were in some cases even higher than on the busy city crossing. The chromosome aberrations investigations proved to be very sensitive and confirmed that employees of the followed up factory are exposed to an increased genotoxic risk.